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In 1999, Philippe Starck, one of the most successful designers in 
the world, teamed with high-profi le London developer John 
Hitchcox to form YOO, an interior design fi rm, development 

company, and marketing consultant—with a mission.
“We’re here to help you have a better life,” Starck told the 

Boston Globe in 2005 at the launch of Yoo D4 by Starck, a boutique 
condominium in Boston. “A fl oor plan can change your life. And 
you will be more able to love and fi nally that is the only goal. It’s not 
just to get out of the rain or the cold—you could buy a warehouse.”

With a missionary’s zeal, YOO has spread its love of 
elegant design, communal lifestyle and collaborative building 
development to cities all over the world. It has $5.5 billion worth 
of apartments under development in New York, Miami, Sydney, 
Buenos Aires, Israel, Hong Kong, Thailand, and numerous other 
spots around the globe—some 23,000 apartments altogether.  

If love is the goal, fun is the way, according the YOO’s head 
designer, architect Mark Davidson. “We’re trying to keep it light, 
humorous, fun, and irreverent. It comes through in the work. 
That’s what we’re selling and what our clients want.”

by Steve Cutler

YOO – Design Around the World

A dining room at Meta,
Sydney,  Australia

Design Profi le

The lobby at Icon Brickell in Miami
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YOO debuted in New York City with the ultra-luxury 
Downtown by Starck at 15 Broad Street, and much of their work 
is at the high end. But, says Davidson, “if the developer really 
wants to work with us and they have some ideas and are open to 
suggestions, even if the budget is tiny and the project is not going 
to make massive fees,” they’ll take it on if it’s interesting and they 
feel they can make a contribution. “We like to think that if you 
design well you don’t have to spend megabucks,” says Davidson.

With Parris Landing, YOO’s fi rst Boston project, for 
example, “the budget for the common area allowed for paint and 
not much else,” recalls Davidson, exaggerating only slightly. The 
project is a conversion of a sprawling block of old apartments in a 
landmark industrial building in Boston’s Charleston Navy Yard 
into 367 modernist luxury condominium units.

Small Pockets of Joy
Davidson recalls, “We thought, how are we going to make 

something of these enormous spaces? There isn’t anything you 
could do with materials that wouldn’t have cost a fortune. One 
brilliant idea came up: paint the spaces very clean and introduce 
sculptures that focus the eye as you walk around the building. 
We spent the money on these crazy sculptures, all comprised of 
common everyday objects. It turned what otherwise would be big 
empty spaces into small pockets of joy and fun.”

Davidson has been with John Hitchcox since the inception 
in the early ’90s of the fabulously successful London-based 
Manhattan Loft Corporation. “Our fi rst buildings were not 
Manhattan lofts in the sense of Warhol and The Factory, but in 
the spirit of them,” recalls Davidson. “The New York infl uence 
was in the sense of open-plan, fl exible space, which was not 
segregated and chopped into small rooms.”

When the Manhattan Loft Corporation was sold, Davidson 
started his own architectural fi rm and Hitchcox set off to travel 
the world. One stop was Miami, where he stayed at the Delano 
Hotel. “John had never even heard of [Delano designer] Philippe 
Starck,” says Davidson, “but this very unusual, cool, interesting 
place just grabbed him. He loved the look of it, and managed to 
get a visit with Starck.”

YOO was formed soon after and Davidson was called in to 
take charge of the architectural work. “When a project comes 
in,” he says, “I’ll look at the broad parameters of it. Philippe is not 
an architect, he’s an interior designer and a designer of objects. I 
tend to set the stage for him and his team to work on the interior 
décor.”

Never Boring
With YOO designing in so many exotic markets, the 

company must remain open to new contexts and infl uences. 

A “pod” design at Jade Condominium,
Manhattan



“Every project is so different in physical terms that you can’t have 
a template,” says Davidson. “And if we did it would be boring 
and we’re not very happy about being bored.”

For example, “we would never try to interpret Thai style,” he 
says, recalling the process of designing the YOO project now under 
construction in Phuket, Thailand: Cape Yamu, a gated residential 
and resort community with 38 villas and a 75-room fi ve-star hotel. 

YOO laid out the scheme for a stunning seaside project, 
including the villas, pools, and landscaping, but called in Jean-
Michel Gathy of the Hong Kong–based Denniston International 
Architects to provide traditional Thai design elements. “He has 
an amazing knowledge of the local styles and tastes and can 
interpret them in a modern way. It’s a complete collaboration,” 
says Davidson. “It wouldn’t work any other way.”

The Yamu project is particularly well suited to YOO’s 
predilection for open, fl owing spaces. “In Phuket,” says Davidson, 
“you don’t often use doors. You have fl owing space and interaction 
between one space and another.”

Indeed, the YOO team is exhilarated by the trend of installing 
elaborate amenities into residential buildings in American cities. 
“It builds community,” says Davidson. “We’re trying to tell 
people in Europe it’s a great thing to do. If we can have a gym 
and a resident’s lounge, where people in the building can interact, 
I think it gives some spirit and life to the building, rather than it 
being some silent place where people go to and from their car.”

In their Miami projects especially, says Davidson, “the scale of 
some of the amenities in the residential buildings are bigger than 
many hotels. They’re on such a scale that something has to happen.” 

Icon Brickell
YOO’s second collaboration with developer Jorge Perez, 

chairman of The Related Group of Florida, is the Icon Brickell; 
it will contain three towers from 52 to 60 stories on fi ve acres 
in Downtown Miami. Starck designed the dramatic outsized 
lobby, two-acre deck with 300-foot pool and outdoor dining 
area, and the 40,000-square-foot spa and clubhouse. He also 
created the apartment interiors. “People who bought in our fi rst 
building, the Icon South Beach,” says Davidson, “also wanted to 

The House by Starck and YOO, Victory Park, Dallas
Part of a 75-acre community in Downtown Dallas, the 26-story 
condominium will have 140 one- to three-bedroom apartments 
and 10 penthouses, with shops and restaurants on the ground fl oor 
and a fi fth-fl oor landscaped outdoor terrace with swimming pool, 
cabanas, lounge, and dining areas. The fi tness center, lounge, and 
library/fi tness center are all designed by Starck. 

The Yoo Building, London
A conversion of a former telephone exchange into 40 
condominium apartments.

Juan Mansa 1290, Argentina
A mixed-use project with 80 apartments in the historic Docklands.

G-Tower, Dubai
A 45-story luxury residential high-rise in the City of Arabia, Dubai.

Tribeca Apartments, Melbourne, Australia
A conversion of the fi rst Foster’s Brewery into 440 condominium 
apartments and retail.

Meta, Sydney, Australia
A collaboration with Richard Francis-Jones of fjmt Architects. 
Starck designed 77 apartments in a residential, commercial, and retail 
project, combining modern design with historical elements.

JIA Boutique Hotel Apartments, Hong Kong
A 23-story tower with 70 hotel apartments.

YOO Tel Aviv
Two new high-rise towers with 300 condominium apartments.

YOO Adelgade, Copenhagen, Denmark
A conversion of a giant industrial building into 60 apartments 
and six penthouses with a large garden terrace.

Luxuswohnungen, Hamburg
Starck designed 63 luxury lofts in Hamburg’s Dockland 
Regeneration area.

Leeds Lumiere, Leeds, UK
The tallest residential high-rise in Europe, the Lumiere will have 
620 apartments, offi ces, and shops in a 52-story skyscraper.

Seventy5Portland, Toronto, Canada
An 11-story glass and aluminum condominium with 231 
apartments in Toronto’s King West area.

YOO Bulgaria
A complex of 257 apartments on the Obzor shoreline.

A Few from YOO:
Tribeca Apartments, Melbourne, Australia

Parris Landing, Boston
Photo by Dan Gair



has too much stuff in their lives, too much noise. Most of our 
appliances are integrated.”

The Beautifully Arranged Space
Every design element and material must have a purpose. 

“The luxury is in the beautifully arranged space,” says Davidson. 
“The materials follow from that. You can make a stunning 
apartment with a simple palate of materials.” 

YOO’s second project in New York City, Jade condominium 
on West 19th Street, features an uncharacteristically prescriptive 
architectural “pod.” Designed by Jade Jagger, the newest partner 
in YOO, the relatively small and effi cient apartments at Jade 
contain four-sided, freestanding cubical modules with the 
bathroom, kitchen, washer/dryer, and closet in each of its four 
sides, with doors to conceal them.

YOO uses green technology in its buildings whenever 
possible, but, says Davidson, “we won’t just stick a windmill 
on top of a building in Manhattan if all it’s going to do is run 
the lighting for the concierge desk. It’s got to be a viable thing.” 
The company likes to use clever design to minimize solar gain in 
summer and maximize it in winter.

One pet project among the designers at YOO: a building with 
a green, growing façade. “As an object it would be an amazing 
thing, working as an outer skin of shade in the summer and in 
the winter the leaves fall off and the sun can warm it,” Davidson 
explains. “But we haven’t been able to convince a developer yet to 
make a building that looks like a huge hedge.”   n

buy in the second building, the Icon Brickell.” 
But, adds Davidson, “while Philippe talks about a tribe 

of people who are familiar with his work, there isn’t a great 
sweeping herd of people running from one project to another.” 
Indeed, he observes, people these days are well-informed and 
discerning. “They have a design sensibility and understand the 
philosophy behind what they’re looking at.”

It wasn’t also so. “I would do a lot of high-end residential 
projects,” recalls Davidson, “where people came to me with 
this idea that they wanted to throw their lives away and start 
again with a new apartment and new life. Some of them 
would literally throw their clothes away, scrape the slate clean. 
I used to worry that we were acting more as psychologists 
than interior designers. Unfortunately,” he adds, “just having 
a nice, clean, clear, minimalist space doesn’t necessarily clear 
your brains out.

“You wouldn’t want to live inside Philippe’s idea of interior 
design,” he adds. “It’s for hotels, restaurants, and places you go to for 
a few hours.” In his residential projects, says Davidson, “his idea is 
not to dictate the way people live, but wherever possible to help them 
inject some of their own personality.” YOO apartments often offer 
buyers a choice of design schemes, from traditional to modern.

There are some distinctive YOO characteristics, of course. 
“We like to conceal the lighting, keep it as invisible as possible,” 
says Davidson. The same goes with high-tech amenities: “Fifteen 
years ago, people were very into showing the technology, but now 
it’s the cool thing to produce it only when it’s needed. Everybody 

The House by Starck and YOO
Vicory Park, Dallas
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