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The media are intent on convincing us we’re in the 
worst disaster to hit the planet in 65 million years, 
since the meteor crash that made the dinosaurs 

extinct. But before you let the pundits make you want to 
find a cave to hide away in — take a break. 

Get out of town. You need a vacation — and this 
might be the best time in history to take one. Gas is 
cheap, airlines are auctioning off seats and some of the 
most beautiful and gracious vacation spots are more 
welcoming than ever, offering special promotions and 
great value for your vacation dollars.

People are still going away and perhaps surprisingly, 
the business of tourism, on the whole, is doing quite 
well, thank you very much.

“We have almost solid 
bookings,” reports Bob 
Tipton, Director of the 
Visitors Bureau of Brunswick 
& The Golden Isles of 
Georgia, which offer miles of 
sun-drenched beaches off the 
Georgia coast.

“Vacations here are 
very cost efficient,” says 
Tipton. And whether they 
book the best hotel or the 
most economical, he adds, 
“everybody gets to share 
the same water and the 
same weather,” which is 
delectable. 

For an ultra-luxury 
vacation, The five-star 
Cloister on Sea Island offers 
full butler service, a riding 
school, shooting school, 
plus world-class golfing. 
For nature lovers, Little 
St. Simmons Island has 
over 20 miles of hiking trails, 
maritime forests, seven miles 
of deserted beaches and over 
280 bird species. The larger 
St. Simmons Island offers 
lighthouses, dolphin watches 
and a shrimp boat daytrip. 
The family-oriented Jekyll 
Island has nine hotels, three 
championship 18-hole golf 
courses, tennis center, world-famous Sea Turtle Center 
and 10 miles of gorgeous beaches.

Even though it’s just a 20 mile drive from I-95 as 
it winds its way down to Orlando and South Florida, 
“we have visitors, not tourists,” says Tipton, “many of 
whom come back year after year.” Tipton says people 
are booking later than usual this season, but, he advices, 
“if you think a week or two out you have a much better 
chance of getting the accommodation you want.” 

For more information and special vacation packages, 
visit www.comecoastawhile.com

For those who believe a home is a man’s, or woman’s, 
castle, an enterprising company, Elan Vacations, offers 
a unique home-style vacation along the unspoiled 
beaches of the 125-mile-long strip of islands know as 
the Outer Banks of North Carolina.

Elan manages and rents 120 homes on the islands, from 
a three-bedroom oceanfront house for $2,200 to $2,500 
per week to an enormous nine-bedroom beachfront home 
with swimming pool, hot tub, screening room, exercise 
room and sauna, for $14,000 a week. Beds are freshly 
made, linens and towels provided, and guests receive 
a generous gift basket at check in. From Memorial Day 
to Labor Day, Elan provides complementary newspaper 
delivery, discounts to local restaurants and a customer 
appreciation barbecue on weekends.

Comprising more than 15 different communities, 
each with its own amenities, shopping, restaurants and 
movie theaters, the islands are replete with vacation 
destinations, from Jockey’s Ridge, the largest living 
sand dune in the country, to the Oregon inlet, offering 
fishing charters, hang gliding, kite flying, surfing and 
windsurfing.  

“We’re doing well this year,” says Elan’s Norman 
Bibeaux, “though people tend to book a little later.” To 
make an Outer Banks vacation more affordable, Elan 

offers an extended vacation payment plan. Besides, 
adds Bibeaux, “you get a whole lot more for your money 
here.” 

For more information, visit www.elanvacations.com
For a getaway closer to home, in the time it takes to 

drive to the Hamptons on the weekends, one can be at 
the grand Geneva on the Lake in the Finger Lakes, an 
elegant resort on 10 lushly landscaped acres on Seneca 
Lake in the heart of New York’s wine country. “New 
Yorkers can leave in the morning and be here by mid-
afternoon — in time for the four o’clock pontoon boat 
ride,” says General Manager Bill Schickel.

Listed on the National Register of Historic Places 
and winner of the coveted AAA Four-Diamond Award, 
the resort offers resplendent formal gardens, classical 
sculptures, a terrace, 70-foot pool boathouse and some 
40 wineries around Seneca Lake. 

The resort has 29 guest 
accommodations, ranging from 
studios to magnificent one and 
two-bedroom suites, all furnished 
with Stickley furniture, whose 
factory is located in nearby 
Syracuse. 

In addition to their usual 
wide array of vacation packages, 
says Schickel, “this April we’re 
offering a special Sunday 
through Friday Springtime 
Getaway Package, with a night 
in a beautiful suite, dinner, full 
breakfast, a bottle of wine on 
arrival and complementary use 
of our brand new bicycle built for 
two.” For more information, visit 
www.genevaonthelake.com

For a more rustic vacation, 
travelers with real horse sense 
might want to check into an 
equestrian holiday at Rancho 
Las Cascadas in Mexico. “It’s so 
incredibly beautiful,” says seven-
time guest Traci Considine, an 
administrator at UCLA. “And 
to get eight hours of riding, 
three beautiful meals a day, plus 
room and entertainment, it’s 
preposterously inexpensive.”

An hour-and-a-half from the 
Mexico City airport, the ranch 
serves fresh, sumptuous Mexican 

food with a European flair, and the rides, led by expert 
guides, “go through miles of gloriously beautiful fields 
and mountains and streams,” says Considine.

 But you don’t have to be on a horse to take in the 
countryside, insists staffer Katrin Gwillym. “The 
hiking is absolutely outstanding, and we also have 
groups that come here on walking cultural visits.” 
Nearby Tula, the archeological site of the capital city 
for the ancient Toltec people, features  5,000-year-old 
ruins to explore. 

For those with no ambition beyond chilling out, 
there’s a river and waterfall for strolling, hammocks for 
lounging, hot tubs for soaking, and deep tissue massage 
— for $35 for the hour. 

As a special incentive, Rancho las Cascadas offers a 
10-percent discount for New York Observer readers who 
book before the end of April. Visit www.ranchomex.com 
for booking information.

If you dream of vacationing in France this spring 
or summer, Enchanted France & Beyond, operated by 
native Parisian Yolande Kamins, custom-crafts holidays 
that introduce individual travelers and groups to the 
beautiful countryside, culture, history, food, wines and 
traditions of the “real” France.

“I design each travel request to meet clients’ needs 
and interests, and, of course, their budget,” says Kimins. 
“Itineraries can be customized for a discovery of any 
region of France, including Paris, Provence, the French 
Riviera, Bordeaux, Champagne or the Loire Valley. It can 
be centered around a theme such as a driving adventure, 
honeymoon, hiking or biking expedition, canal cruise or 
a wine tasting escapade.” 

Plus, says Kamins, “I provide car rental, train tickets, 
private chauffeur and other concierge services, including 
restaurant reservations and tickets to concerts, opera 
or sporting events.”

For more information visit www.enchanted-france.com

Getaway While the Gettin’s Good
The Downturn Turning Up Great Vacation Values

French cottage retreats offers twenty seven traditional character 
stone cottages in the vallee du lot and surrounding area. You will 
love it here 

Known as the gateway to Southern France, the Aveyron département 
benefits from a near Mediterranean climate - but without the crowds. 
We are situated along a little known 20-mile stretch of the river Lot, in 
what the Rough Guide describes as the “most beautiful section.” 

Being completely unspoiled and noncommercial the area contains 
some magical villages with good value, family owned restaurants 
providing a wide selection of delicious local produce, wines and cheese. 
Surrounded by stunning scenery makes this a walkers paradise to see 
a variety of wildlife, beautiful flowers and fauna and bird species. 

The cottages are known for peace and tranquility and most have 
dramatic views over rivers or valleys. Linen and towels are provided 
for all cottages. All are furnished to a high standard and are managed 
under our own supervision. Enjoy our Special Offer “Just for 2” prices 
outside of peak season enabling couples to stay at our larger houses at 
a competitive price.

Within easy driving distance there are plenty of spectacular 
places and sites to visit whether it be the fabulously historic village 
of Rocamadour; the pre-historic cave paintings at Peche Merle; the 
underground caves at Padirac; a day out in the remote Auvergne 
with its lunar landscape appearance; or the awesome grandeur of the 
Tarn Gorge and the new Millau viaduct - the list is endless and we are 
certain you will not be disappointed. We can organize a guide who is an 
American lady who will accompany you at any time and organize car 
hire transfers and the like

There are water sports to enjoy on our local rivers and lakes 
including fishing, kayaking and canoeing or other activities available 
are horse riding, quad biking, tennis and golf. Some cottages are 
available over the winter season including Christmas. These cottages 
are within easy reach of Ski de Fond on the Aubrac www.tourisme-
aveyron.com/uk/sports/terre/hiver_ski_aveyron.php or Ski de Piste at 
Le Lioran. www.lelioran.com

Fly from Stansted (London) or Dublin to Rodez with low-cost airline 
Ryanair.  Most cottages are within one hour transfer from Rodez. Let 
us know your preferred travel arrangements and we can help you with 
them including meet and greet at Rodez airport.

Visit our website at www.french-cottage-retreats.co.uk, then come 
and see for yourself. Contacts: Mary or Michael Warman Tel: 00 33 5 65 
66 38 65 or by Email: mwarman@wanadoo.fr   

Dramatic Secret 
Southern France

Entraygues-sur-truyere, aveyron

“Vacations here are  
very cost efficient, everybody 
gets to share the same water 

and the same weather,”


