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Nobody does city living better than New York. 
We wrote the book on managing demanding, 
passionate, extravagant lifestyles. And now that 

cities all around the country are getting safer, wealthier, 
and more sophisticated, they’re looking to New York as 
the prototype for the modern luxury lifestyle.

New York City’s greatest export in the 21st century 
might be the high-rise luxury condominium.

Adrienne Albert, president of the Marketing 
Directors, a company that has been marketing high-
end condos for more than 25 years, observes, “With the 
maturing and strengthening of downtowns across the 
country, with inner cities becoming habitable and happy 
environments for people of all ages, economically and 
ecologically, people living in suburbia are craving the 
interaction that an urban environment provides.”

So they’re coming back to the cities in droves, with 
money to spend and a taste for the good life.

“I think it’s a major change in the country,” says 
Albert, whose marketing company has recently ventured 
into California, Las Vegas, Seattle, Atlanta, Alabama, 
Mississippi, and the Carolinas. “The glamorous 
New York City lifestyle has become quite desirable 
everywhere.”

Jersey City
Here’s Looking at You, New York

The new high-rise luxury condos rising across the 
Hudson in revitalized Jersey City offer an amenity you 
can’t get at any price in Manhattan: views of the Manhattan 
skyline in its full glory.

The new 77 Hudson, designed by prolific New York 
City–based Cetra/Ruddy Architects, will rise 48 stories 
above the Hudson River. Dazzling eastern views through 
the building’s glass curtain wall will stretch from the George 
Washington Bridge and the Empire State Building south to 
the Freedom Tower, the Verrazano-Narrows Bridge, and 
the Statue of Liberty.

The building also offers the lifestyle amenities to which 
New Yorkers have become accustomed in luxury residential 
towers, only bigger. The condominium has a 30,000-square-
foot outdoor rooftop park with swimming pool, hot tub, 
lounge with fire pit, jogging track, and dog walk. The 
13,000-square-foot indoor spa/fitness center is complete 
with sauna, steam, and massage rooms; a private kitchen 
and dining room; children’s playroom; private screening 
room; virtual golf; and game rooms.

Offering 420 condominium residences, 77 Hudson has 
set the record in Jersey City for the highest price paid for a 
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penthouse, more than $6 million for a duplex on its top two 
floors. And Jersey City has become recognized by foreigners, 
perhaps as a value-priced alternative to New York proper. 
According to Tom Graham of 77 Hudson developer K. 
Hovnanian Homes, “We’ve seen a recent upsurge of sales 
since the middle of January, and 20 percent of our buyers 
are internationals.”

The Chicago Loft
No modern dwelling is more quintessentially urban 

than the loft, which offers the most precious commodity 
money can buy in a densely populated city: space.

Of course, every city has redefined the loft many 
times over, including New York, where the modern loft 
originated. (Its roots are in the artists’ lofts of Paris after the 
French Revolution.)

“As with so many architectural genres, when you pick 
up the loft and move it, it is translated by its geography,” 
observes Christina Noelle, author of Urban Loft: How 
Chicago Redefined the Architecture. “While it starts with New 
York and has its heart in New York, as it moves around the 
country it is redefined by the people, the movement, and the 
building — where and how the buildings are laid out in a 
city and how they can be converted.”

Noelle is a principal of MCZ Development, which has 
been converting commercial buildings to loft condominiums 
in Chicago for 25 years. She sees it as a mission. “I save old 
buildings, one at a time,” she writes. “I recycle them and 
make them viable for the next generation.”

It’s an aspect of the green movement, she says. “These 
buildings on a very large scale are recycling. Our buildings 
have been factories, warehouses, post offices, candy factories, 
a thousand different things. We’re making them new again, 
which is not only good for the environment, but good for 
the legacy of the city.”

MCZ did their first loft conversion, Ravenswood 
Lofts at Belmont, some 25 years ago. Says Noelle: “It was 
a literal translation of a New York loft. The kitchen and 
the bathroom were in the middle of the floor plan and 
there were no bedrooms. It was just a wide open space, very 
unprogrammed,” with exposed brick and timber ceilings 
and beams.

The buildings the company produces now, says Noelle, 
“reflect the New Urbanism, designed with the notion 
that people inside the building are going to be creating a 
community with each other.”

No. Ten Lofts, MCZ Development’s largest recent 
conversion in the West Loop of Chicago, offers 256 
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fully finished luxury lofts in a full-block building that 
surrounds a massive landscaped courtyard. “It’s an instant 
community,” says Noelle. The condominium has common 
areas that encourage socializing, like the owners’ club with 
café, catering kitchen, billiard room, screening room, and 
lounge. No. Ten Lofts also contains a fitness center and 
business center. 

The loft conversions of the past two decades that helped 
bring life to areas in Chicago’s city center are giving way to 
a wave of new luxury high-rise condominium construction 
downtown, particularly on River North.

The highest profile residential project in Chicago, or 
anywhere in the world for that matter, just broke ground 
this past summer. The magnificent Chicago Spire, designed 
by Santiago Calatrava, will be the world’s tallest residential 
building when it is completed in 2011, and the tallest 
freestanding structure in North America. Located in upscale 
Streeterville on the Lake Michigan shoreline, the Spire will 
contain 1,200 residences on its 150 floors.

Also in Streeterville, Related Midwest, the Chicago 
affiliate of the company that built the Time Warner Center 
in New York City, is developing The Peshtigo, a 57-story 
glass-sheathed luxury condominium with 358 one-, two-, 
and three-bedroom homes and eight penthouses. Designed 
by Perkins & Will, the building will contain a 75-foot outdoor 
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pool with lounge area, spa, fitness center, club room, and 
landscaped outdoor deck with kitchen.

The Peshtigo is a LEED-certified green building, and, 
according to Kerry Dickson, a principal of Related Midwest, 
it tries to be a good neighbor. “We’re working with Ralph 
Johnson from Perkins & Will,” says Dickson, “to maximize 
the views from our building but at the same time pull it 
away from the tower directly to the north of us, so that we 
have less of an impact on their views.”

Not far from The Peshtigo, on Lake Shore Park East, 
Related Midwest is nearing completion on another giant 
luxury condo, 340 on the Park, which is on course for a LEED 
Silver certification. The condominium will be, at 62 stories, 
the tallest all-residential building in the United States and the 
first LEED-certified residential tower in the Midwest.

Part of a 28-acre $2.5 billion planned community in the 
heart of the city, 340 on the Park will command spectacular 
views of Chicago’s skyline, lake, and parks, and will host 
a 25th-floor amenity space with a two-story landscaped 
interior winter garden, outdoor terrace with two gas grills, 
fitness center, spa, 75-foot pool, and club room.

As part of its extensive ecofriendly program, 340 on 
the Park will offer an I-GO car exclusively for residents’ 
use. I-GO is a Chicago-based not-for-profit car-sharing 
company providing low-emission vehicles available for 
rental by the hour.

Boston
Related is taking the lifestyle and signature design 

formula it perfected in New York City to Boston’s Back 
Bay. While Back Bay residents have lived mainly in 19th-
century row houses, some new amenity-rich high-rise 
residences, such as Related’s Clarendon, are rising in the 
historic neighborhood.
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completed in late 2009, the building began sales of its 103 
condominium residences in early March, and will start 
leasing the 178 rental apartments in Fall 2009.

Philadelphia
New ultraluxury high-rise condominiums are changing 

the image of quaint, historic Philadelphia. The highest 
profile, the Residences at Two Liberty, occupies the top 20 
floors of the third tallest building in Philadelphia, the 57-
story Two Liberty Place in Center City. The residences at 
the condominium conversion offer views as far as the eye 
can see in every direction.

“There’s a renaissance going on here in Philadelphia,” 
says Albo Antenucci, executive vice president of the Falcone 
Group, the project’s developer. “The city has started to 
transform into a cool new urban environment over the 
last five or six years, with interesting restaurants and shops 
popping up. And where people in the city lived mainly in 
three-story brownstones, taller office buildings have been 
converting to condominiums.”

Two Liberty’s penthouse, which will sell for about $15 
million, peers over the city from a 57-story perch. Its Owner’s 
Club — with spa, fitness center, game room, theater, and pet 
spa — shares the 37th floor with a signature restaurant.

The condominium was designed with 123 spacious 
units — the one-bedrooms are 1,100 square feet — but 
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Back Bay is the home of Boston Common, Copley 
Square, and the Hancock building, and it is near Fenway 
Park, Symphony Hall, and the renowned South End 
restaurants, many of them lining Tremont Avenue, Boston’s 
Restaurant Row.

Designed by Robert A. M. Stern, in partnership 
with CBT Architects and Ismael Leyva, who created the 
apartments at the Residences at Time Warner Center, the 
Clarendon will benefit by Related’s alliance with Equinox, 
offering a private fitness center that features “Fitness 
Lifestyle by Equinox” personal services.

The 33-story Clarendon will contain an Assouline 
Culture Lounge, a private library designed by Assouline 
Publishing, the prominent publisher of art, culture, 
photography, fashion and style books. The Clarendon 
Clubroom has an adjacent terrace and in-home dining and 
catering services provided by an on-site signature restaurant 
run by Kenneth Himmel, owner of Boston’s popular Grill 
23 & Bar, Harvest, and Excelsior.

One new project nearing completion in Back Bay, 
the Mandarin Oriental Boston, presold its condominium 
residences a year and a half ago for near-Manhattan prices 
for ultraluxury, at almost $1,800 a square foot.

The Clarendon will be Boston’s first luxury hybrid 
property, which, like New York City’s One Carnegie Hill, 
offers both for-sale and for-rent residences. Expected to be 

The Residences at Two Liberty
Philadelphia
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The residences feature private elevator access that 
opens directly into the foyer; gourmet kitchens with wood 
flooring and cabinetry, Sub-Zero refrigerators, Viking 
ranges, and Bosch dishwashers; master baths with marble 
floors, ebonized vanity cabinets, and porcelain sinks; and 
exquisite master bedroom suites with custom color palates 
and views.

Urban Residential is also developing W Philadelphia 
Hotel & Residences in Center City, across the street from the 
Philadelphia Convention Center and the historic Reading 
Terminal Market. The W will contain 250 guest rooms and 
95 condominium residences.

The one- and two-bedroom condo apartments will have 
access to exclusive hotel amenities, which include 24-hour 
room service, maid service, Whatever/Whenever concierge 
services, the 6,500-square-foot Bliss Spa, the Living Room 
lounge, fitness facility SWEAT, a signature restaurant and 
bar, and outdoor garden space.

An added attraction of the area is the fact that 
Philadelphia has one of the county’s most walkable inner 
cores, Center City, containing 17 museums, dozens of art 
galleries, an extensive theatre district, numerous critically 
acclaimed restaurants, and a wide array of high-end national 
retailers and privately owned boutiques.

Austin
Few local economies around the country remain 

unscathed by the issues facing most of the U.S. Austin, 
Texas, for one, is a boom town.

“When we moved here from New York City in 1992,” 
recalls Art Carpenter, principal of Ardent Residential, 

some buyers have been combining as many as three or four 
at a time to create outsized apartments. “Crown moldings, 
marble bathrooms, wine coolers, and espresso makers — 
they’re all standard,” says Antenucci.

Also downtown, The Ritz Carlton is building a 48-story 
hotel condominium tower designed by Handel Architects 
offering condominium residences that have access to 
the hotel’s white-glove amenities. And the 33-story 10 
Rittenhouse Square, designed by Robert A. M. Stern, will be 
the first condominium development on Rittenhouse Square 
in 25 years. Philadelphia’s first Barneys clothing store will 
occupy the ground floor of the building.

Another builder in Center City, Urban Residential, 
cut its teeth in Manhattan on such high-design luxury 
condominiums as 505 Greenwich, 255 Hudson, the 
Sycamore, Nolita Place, and, most recently, Linden78.

Return to Urbanity
“There’s a return to urbanity in Philadelphia,” according 

to Christopher Westley, VP of sales and marketing at Urban 
Residential, which is developing The Aria in Rittenhouse 
Square. “In the 1980s people moved out to the suburbs, like 
in most cities. Now people are returning to the cities and 
people who are already living in the cities are staying and 
raising families.”

The Aria is a conversion of the 1929 Lewis Tower, a 
33-story former office building, into a luxury condominium 
with 114 residences, many of them full-floor with 360-degree 
views. The building has a fitness center, business conference 
center, club room, pet spa, and a guest suite to accommodate 
overnight visitors.

The Aria
Philadelphia



“there were a half a million people here. Now there are a 
million two. It’s a classic Sun Belt city in that it’s growing 
very, very rapidly.

“Austin is the self-proclaimed live music capital of 
the world,” adds Carpenter. “There are probably 40 or 
50 live music venues downtown.” Annual music festivals 
like Austin City Limits attract thousands of visitors. The 
astounding South by Southwest festival showcases some 
1,200 acts in a few days every spring before more than 8,000 
people from all over the world on 50 stages.

Austin is also the smallest city in the country to have a 
Four Seasons Hotel. “It’s a successful one,” says Carpenter, 
“and it plays an important part in Austin’s civic life. A lot 
of business is done at the Four Seasons, an awful lot of the 
high-end fund-raisers take place there and the lobby bar is 
packed every evening.”

Ardent Residential just broke ground on The Four 
Seasons Residences, one of downtown Austin’s highest-
profile luxury condominiums, a 32-story tower designed by 
Michael Graves next to the Four Seasons Hotel overlooking 
Lady Bird Lake. The building’s 166 residences, priced from 
$400,000 to $4 million, will have access to the hotel’s services 
and amenities, including 24-hour concierge, in-room dining, 
and housekeeping. There will also be a 2,000-square-foot 
fitness center and the highest rooftop pool in Texas.

Dallas
While it has seen troubling times, Dallas has been 

rebuilding over the last 10 years. Then oil went to $100 a 
barrel. Now the economy is going through the roof, spitting 
out new billionaires and millionaires and ultraluxury new 
high-rise towers to house them.

“Dallas is transforming itself into a very urban and 
urbane, sophisticated city,” says John Sughrue, one of the 
developers of the Museum Tower, a new 42-story luxury 
condominium tower located in the heart of the Dallas Arts 
District.

“The Museum Tower is walking distance to four 
Pritzker Prize–winning cultural institutions,” boasts 
Sughrue: the Renzo Piano–designed Nasher Sculpture 
Center, I.M. Pei’s Meyerson Symphony Center, and, opening 
in 2009, Sir Norman Foster’s Winspear Opera House and 
the Rem Koolhaas–designed Wyly Theatre.

The condominium offers 130 two- and three-bedroom  
residences, each with direct elevator access, from a 1,450-
square-foot pied-à-terre to a sprawling 8,700-square-foot 
penthouse. The units feature great rooms with hardwood 
floors, luxurious stone baths, and gourmet kitchens featuring 
Baulthaup kitchens and Miele appliances. The curved 
floor-to-ceiling glass walls flood interiors with light and 
frame panoramas of the city. Each home has a “Skyroom” 
surrounded by glass and opening to an expansive outdoor 
terrace.

Amenities at Museum Tower include personal concierge 
service, fitness center, spa, second-floor great lawn with 
poolside cabana and owner’s lounge with Stephan Pyles–

Above: The Four Seasons Residences, Austin, Texas
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designed outdoor kitchen, on-site dog park, private art 
gallery, and a library serving morning coffee and pastries.

Miami
Despite turbulence in the real estate market in Miami, 

the ultraluxury end is still active, producing new high-rise 
condominiums that push the envelope in design and lifestyle 
amenities. “There is definitely a new way of living in 
Miami,” says Lissette Calderon, founder of NEO, which is 
developing two new amenity-rich high-end projects on the 
Miami River. The 41-story Wind, nearing completion, has 
498 one- to three-bedroom residences, including 39 “split” 
units with two levels of vertical living space with double-
height ceilings and floor-to-ceiling windows.

The 52-story CIMA, which will be ready for 
occupancy in Winter 2010, will offer 507 one-, two-, and 
three-bedroom residences with floor-to-ceiling windows, 
Poggenpohl kitchen cabinetry, natural stone countertops, 
Miele appliances, and “ExoRooms,” expansive balconies 
designed to function as outdoor living rooms.

“There’s been a shift toward a new urbanism within 
the central core of Miami,” says Calderon, and an upgrade 
in services to match.

CIMA will contain a two-story health club, a signature 
wellness pavilion with reflecting pools and cabanas, an 
entertainment pavilion with double-height ceilings and 
a professional kitchen, his and hers spas, game room with 
billiards, children’s playroom, starlight dining room, sky 

lounge, interactive fountains, meditation garden, and Wi-Fi 
in public areas. Separate pools on the east and west sides of 
the property offer views of Miami’s sunrises and sunsets.

Services include multilingual concierge, personal 
assistants and chauffeurs, parking valet, in-garage car wash, spa 
attendants, gourmet chefs, staffed business center, international 
newsstand, and daily Starbucks coffee and tea service.

“We have always said, ‘We don’t build buildings,’” says 
Calderone, “‘we create a lifestyle.’”

Miami Beach
Chicago-based MCZ Development has a huge project 

underway in South Beach, the upgrading of the three-tower, 
1,640-unit Flamingo, based on a design by The Rockwell 
Group, on the Bay near Lincoln Road.

While the Flamingo was built in the 1960, says MCZ 
principal Christina Noelle, “we’re approaching it as a 
historic building that the community values and wants to 
save. We want to create a village at the Flamingo — an oasis 
on the water.”

The 16.5-acre “village” contains two bayside resort-style 
pools, an outdoor Whirlpool spa, tiki huts for entertaining, 
business center, game room, poker club, beach volleyball, 
barbecue and picnic areas, lush tropical garden, pathways 
throughout the property, and a 10,000-square-foot David 
Barton Gym & Athletic Club with fitness equipment, full 
basketball court, juice bar, and classes.

Also, says, Noelle, “we have a social activities director 

Wind
Miami
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elements,” says Mack, “but being in Southern California, 
Azzurra offers a much more exclusive resortlike lifestyle.”

Situated on an urban site adjacent to the world’s largest 
manmade yacht harbor, Azzurra capitalizes on views of 
the ocean, marina, and the city from Santa Monica to mid-
Wilshire and beyond. Luxury amenities include a spa and 
fitness center with sliding glass walls that open to a pool 
terrace. Open-air yoga/Pilates studios are set in gardens. As 
for the urban elements, the building has a library/lounge, 
screening room, and business conference center.

Azzurra’s developer, Colony Capital, converted 610 Park 
Avenue, the former Mayfair Regent Hotel, a 450-room hotel 
built in 1925 in Manhattan, into a luxury condominium in 1998.

“With Azzurra,” says Colony principal Tom Harrison, 
“we wanted to take what is thought of in New York as the 
ultimate living experience, which is to live on Park Avenue, 
and transport it to Los Angeles.” Concierge service was the 
key, but it “doesn’t really happen much in Los Angeles,” 
says Harrison, “with the exception of hotels, and until very 
recently there haven’t really any residential hotel buildings 
in the city.”

there whose whole job is to create different kinds of 
environments for the people to engage in the community. 
We have movie night, boat trips to Key West, cocktail night 
at a local bar and all-day poolside cocktail parties on the 
weekends.”

Los Angeles
Most people in Los Angeles live in single-family homes 

or small low-rise apartment complexes. “In California and 
particularly in Los Angeles, high-rise living is still a relatively 
new phenomenon,” says Kelly Mack, president of Corcoran 
Sunshine Marketing Group, which has been lending their 
luxury condominium marketing expertise to developers on 
the West Coast.

“New York absolutely sets the stage and serves as a 
model for luxury for other places around the country,” says 
Mack, “but I don’t think you take what you do in New York 
and you just literally plop it down.”

A new luxury high-rise Corcoran Sunshine is marketing 
in West L.A., the 19-story blue glass-walled Azzurra on 
the coast at Marina Del Rey, “certainly has some urban 

Azzurra
Los Angeles, California
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Azzurra offers an urbane amenity that has been 
incorporated into luxury condos in New York recently: 
serious art collections. Colony retained Julie Cline Fine Art 
Services to curate a prestigious $2.5 million collection of 
contemporary art that will be displayed throughout Azzurra. 
The collected works pay tribute to the “L.A. School of Art,” 
which originated in the 1960s and 70s and includes works by 
Andy Warhol, Dale Chihuly, Jim Dine, Frank Stella, Jasper 
Johns, Roy Lichtenstein, and Dennis Hopper.

Beat that, Chelsea.

Las Vegas
Developer Alex Edelstein, principal of Gemstone 

Development, missed the lifestyle he had enjoyed in New 
York City, convenient and car-free, so much that he is 
building a Las Vegas version of the Big Apple in his new 
home town.

“We’re trying to take the best parts of living in New York 
City and meld them with some of the better parts of living in 
a suburb, like good security and access to freeways,” explains 
Edelstein, whose first project, Manhattan Condominiums, 

brought loft living to Vegas.
Located about halfway between Summerlin and the 

Strip, the 20-acre Manhattan West will have 700 condo units 
in 12 buildings, including a nine-story glass tower with a sky 
lounge and duplex clubhouse on the top floor and several four-
story buildings. The buildings are designed to evoke the feel 
and energy of a real Manhattan street, with subtle touches like 
the gargoyles that dot the neo-Gothic buildings, and the metal 
cladding that highlights the Art Deco facades.

The names of the model homes and floor plans include 
The Madison, Soho, Greenwich, Flatiron, The Broadway, 
Midtown, Chelsea, Nolita, The Houston, Fifth Avenue, 
Battery Park, Upper West, Upper East, Empire, and 
Lexington. The minicity will have several parks, offices, 
shops, a coffeehouse, and dentist and doctor offices within 
walking distance. The Manhattan Transfer concierge service 
provides grocery and dry cleaning pickup, dog walking, 
package service, and more.

“We keep adding different townlike elements,” 
says Edelstein. “We’re building a little hotel and a 
doggie day care.”   n

Manhattan West
Las Vegas, Nevada
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